In a recent paper [6 ] Passow considers incidence matrices E = (eii)/: r,rYO, which in their first column contain exactly two ones. He then relates the poisedness of E on a particular set of points X = {x, ,..., x,,} to the existence of certain quadrature formulas and in particular notes that if there exists a quadrature formula of precision n -1 based on X then the problem (E,X, .;",) is not poised. In this work we confirm Passow's conjecture that the converse is also true, extending its scope.
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We take the following viewpoint of this result. Recall that E is certainly not poised unless it satisfies the Polya conditions M, = 1; ." CT. where F, is obtained from F by changing entryfii from 1 to 0. Birkhoffs kernel is given by
We have for any gE Ck[x,,xNJ
Furthermore if F contains no odd supported blocks [5] then it is well known [ 1) that Ofi-# 0. As a result for such F 
Proof: Suppose (E, X, ~Yn',> is not poised, let p E ,Yn annihilate (E, X) and denote q = p'@. Then q annihilates (L, X) and by identity (3) j"",; KF(X, t) q(t) dt = 0. For the converse, let H(y, t) = Kr(g, t), where 2 = X U (4') and F is obtained from F by changing the non-zero entryf,,, from 1 to 0 and adding a row corresponding to y, with a single non-zero entry in the 0 column. Now given q define .--I \ p(y) = ) ff(y, t) q(t) dt.
.I.,
A look at (2) shows pCk'(y) = D,,,(X) q(y), pv"(xi) = O,fii = 1, (i, j) # (r, 0) and thus identity (3) becomes Dr.,, P(-x,1 = j,'.' KAX, t) q(t) dt, which vanishes by assumption. Hence p annihilates (E, X). Thus (E, X, C9n) is always poised.
THEOREM 2. Suppose F contains no odd supported blocks and (L, X, .< -kp ,) is poised. Then (E, X, ,Yn",) is not poised if and only if there exists a quadrature formula of the form
(5 which is exact for polynomials of degree n -k.
Proof There always exists q E YUek annihilating (L, X) since only n -k conditions are specified. If (5) is exact for 9n-k then clearly (4) holds and hence (E, X, Yn) is not poised. For the converse note that since (L,X, .Yflmkm ,) is poised it is possible to interpolate with .YnPkP, to the data g(j'(,,), I, = 1. Hence (5) may be assumed to be interpolatory and exact at least for ,YnPn-kP,.
Let p E ,Yn annihilate (E,X). Then q = pCk' satisfies (4) and since q annihilates (L, X) but (L,X, 'YnMkl) is poised, the degree of q must be exactly n -k. Therefore any Q E Yn -k may be written as Q(t) = Aq(t) + r(t), where r E ,Yn",-kP, and hence 
